What is Claimed: 


1 . A device for temporarily expanding available space defined by a shower curtain 
within a shower area of a bathtub including a side wall, said device comprising: 

a space expanding member including a first elongate planar portion for, in use, 
resting on an upper surface of the side wall of the bathtub, a second elongate planar 
portion affixed to one edge of said first portion for, in use, extending downwardly from 
said first portion adjacent an inner side surface of the side wall and a third elongate 
planar portion affixed to an opposite edge of said first portion for, in use, extending 
upwardly from said first portion away from the upper surface of the side wall so that, in 
use, the third portion holds a portion of the shower curtain in a position spaced away 
from the interior of the bathtub, with a lower portion of the shower curtain being 
captured between the first portion of the member and the upper surface of the side wall 
of the bathtub and between the second portion of the member and said inner side 
surface of the side wall of the bathtub. 

2. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein said first, second and third planar 
portions of said member are collapsible together to form a substantially flat 
configuration. 

3. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein said second and third planar portions of 
said member are pivotably connected to said first member so as to be movable relative 
thereto. 

4. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein said third portion, in use, forms an obtuse 
angle with said first portion. 

5. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein said first portion includes a non-skid 
surface which, in use. faces the portion of the shower curtain captured thereunder. 
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6. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein said member is comprised of an acrylic 
plastic. 

7. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein said first portion is adapted to act as a 
shelf, in use. 

8. A device as claimed in claim 7 wherein said first portion includes at least one cup 
holder. 

9. A device as claimed in claim 8 wherein said at least one cup holder has a 
longitudinal axis extending perpendicularly to said first portion. 

1 0. A device as claimed in claim 7 wherein said at least one cup extends at a slant 
angle with respect to said first portion. 

11. A device as claimed In claim 1 wherein said member is of a rigid one-piece 
construction. 

12. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein said space expanding member comprises 
first and second sections, said first section being adapted to be affixed to the side of the 
bathtub and said sections being connected together along a transverse fold line so that 
said second section can be folded up toward the first section when the first section is 
affixed to the side wall. 

13. A device as claimed in claim 12 wherein said first portion of the first section is 
adapted to be affixed to the side wall of the bathtub. 

14. A method for temporarily expanding available space defined by a shower curtain 
within a bathtub including a side wall, said method comprising: 

providing a space expanding member comprising a first intennediate portion 
having first and second lateral edges, and second and third portions extending 
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outwardly in opposite directions from respective ones of said lateral edges of said first 
portion in opposite direction; 

lifting the shower curtain so as to provide slack therein; 

placing the space expanding member on the side wall of the bathtub such that a 
lower portion of the shower curtain is captured beneath the member; and 

adjusting the space expanding member, as necessary, such that the first portion 
of said member rests on an upper surface of the side wall and said second portion is 
disposed adjacent an inner side surface of the side wall, with parts of the lower portion 
of the shower curtain disposed between the first and second portions of the space 
extending member and the upper surface and inner side surface of the side wall, 
respectively, and with the third portion of the member holding a further part of the 
shower curtain away from the interior of the bathtub so as to create an expanded 
shower space above the side wall of the bathtub portion, said first portion creating a 
shelf for shower items. 


11 


